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reigning in Rome, when Don Francisco de Borja was
born in 1510 at the ducal palace of Gandia in Spain.
The Terrible Pontiff was only a terrible memory ten
years later, and the Lord Leo. P. P. X was trying hard to
"enjoy the Papacy," in Ronie when riots arose in Gandia,
the ducal palace was sacked, and Don Juan II, with his
family, was forced to flee for life. Don Francisco, then a
gracious boy of ten, was sent to his uncle Archbishop Don
Juan de Aragona at Saragossa,1 who supplied him with a
house and retinue suited to his condition, and masters who
taught him music, fencing, and Latin grammar; for he was
to be bred as became the heir to the duchy of Gandia, and
the future head of the Spanish Branch of the House of
Borja.
In January, 1522, died the Lord Leo P.P. X; and the
Lord Hadrian P.P. VI, a ship-carpenter's son out of
Utrecht in F$pders, was elected Pope, called the Laocoon
a pagan idol, walled-up the Belvedere statue-gallery of the
Vatican; and died. To Him, in 1523, succeeded Cardinal
Giulio dej Medici, cousin and life-friend of the Lord Leo
P.P. X, who ascended Peter's Throne under the title of
the Lord Clement P.P. VII. Great changes were taking
place in Europe. By marriage, conquest, inheritance, or,
lapse, the Holy Roman Empire had passed into the hands
qf Spain. The Elect-Emperor Carlos V, though he cere-
monially had not been crowned with the Iron Crown or
the Double Golden Diadem, ruled in Spain, Naples and
Southern Italy, Germany, Austria,, and part of France.
King Henry VIII Tudor, the Defender of the Faith, was
becoming a power in England, The Christian King of
France was his rival: but the Continent of Europe mainly
was the Elect-Emperor's, and wholly, perhaps, the Roman
Pontiffs.
1 Anciently Salduba, colonized by Caius Julius Caesar Octavianus
Augustus B.C. 27, who called it Caesaraugasta; afterwards corrupted
into Saragossa.